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l. Summary:

An interim mandatory review of section 581.184(1)(b), F.S., was assigned to the Committee on
Agriculture. The paragraph provides a statutory definition for the term “ exposed to infection”
regarding citrus canker disease. A ruling by the Florida Supreme Court found the definition to be
constitutional and enforceable. The bill repeals language from the Laws of Florida that would
end the statutory definition of the term, “exposed to infection.”

This bill repeals section 4 of Chapter 2002-11, Laws of Florida.

Present Situation:

In September, 1995, citrus canker disease was discovered in aresidential area near the Miami
International Airport. Initial surveys showed that an area of about 50 square miles contained
many citrus canker infected trees. Since the discovery, much has transpired as the Citrus Canker
Eradication Program (CCEP) has worked to protect the state’' s citrus trees and the citrus industry.

Based upon scientific research by Dr. Timothy Gottwald, a scientist of the United States
Department of Agriculture (USDA), the term “exposed to infection”, was more clearly written in
statute by the Legislature in the 2002 Regular Session to mean “ citrus trees located within 1,900
feet of an infected tree.” Additionally, the Legislature provided for arepeal of the definition,
effective July 1, 2005, with a mandatory review by the Legislature prior to that date.

Citizensin the eradication zone challenged the constitutionality of the eradication program with
filingsin the state's courts. The Florida Supreme Court found the Citrus Canker Law to be
constitutional, including section 581.184(1)(b), F.S.
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. Effect of Proposed Changes:

This bill will save from automatic repeal the definition of the term “exposed to infection” asit
pertains to the Citrus Canker Law. It follows alegidative review consistent with section 4 of
Chapter 2002-11, Laws of Florida and aruling by the Florida Supreme Court that holds the law
to be congtitutional and enforceable.

V. Constitutional Issues:

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:
None.

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.

C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.

V. Economic Impact and Fiscal Note:
A. Tax/Fee Issues:
None.
B. Private Sector Impact:

None.

C. Government Sector Impact:

None.

VI. Technical Deficiencies:
None.
VII. Related Issues:

None.

This Senate staff analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’ s sponsor or the Florida Senate.
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VIIl.  Summary of Amendments:

This Senate staff analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’ s sponsor or the Florida Senate.




